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Feb 12, 2015 Charter Member Meeting 

11am PT/ Charter Members discussand

2pm ET ratify the 2015 SBER Agenda.

Mar 26, 2015 Q1 Executive Symposium

2:30-5pm ET SBER Member-Clients meet in 

Cambridge, MA and virtually.

June 11, 2015 Q2 Executive Symposium   

12-2pm ET SBER Member-Clients meet in 

Washington, D.C and virtually.

June 24, 2015 SBER Multi-Client Meetup

6-8pm PT SR Inc visits with Member-

Clients in the Bay Area, CA.

Sep 17, 2015 Q3 Executive Symposium   

12-2pm ET SBER Member-Clients meet in 

New York, NY and virtually. 

Sep 24, 2015 SBER Multi-Client Meetup   

12-2pm PT SR Inc visits with Member-

Clients in the Bay Area, CA.

Dec 3, 2015 Q4 Executive Symposium

12-2pm PT SBER Member-Clients meet in 

the Bay Area, CA.

Dec 17, 2015 SBER Multi-Client Meetup   

12-2pm ET SR Inc visits with Member-

Clients in Boston, MA.

Please contact Erica Levy if you are interested 

in attending a Multi-Client meetup, as these are 

smaller, Client-requested meetings between 

only a few Member Clients at a time. 

2015 Select SBER Events

5 Characteristics Shared By Member-Clients Leading

the Way To More Sustainable Buildings & Business 

SR Inc has been proud to recognize SBER Member-Clients over the years 

for their impressive, profitable achievements in more sustainable buildings 

and business. Companies such as Bloomberg (2014), Oracle (2013), Cisco 

(2012), and SAP (2011) have been named SBER Outstanding Corporate 

Leaders of the Year, and companies such as The Tower Companies

(2014), Bentall Kennedy (2013), Brandywine Realty Trust (2012), and 

Brookfield Properties (2011) were named SBER Outstanding Landlords.

What do these companies – that are leading the global move to more 

sustainably high performing corporate operations and real estate – have in 

common? From working with them (and more than 70 other multi-year 

Member-Clients) over the past several years, our SR Inc Advisory Services 

team has observed five characteristics that define these outstanding 

leaders’ approach to greater sustainability. Specifically, we have found they:

1. Conceptually understand “corporate sustainability,” from the C-Suite to line 

manager;

2. See a commitment to a more sustainable approach as helping them align with 

a growing concern of top customers, employees, investors and regulators;

3. Recognize “corporate sustainability” as an unprecedented opportunity 

for corporate operations & real estate to shine;

4. Are systematically interested in innovations for greater resource productivity;

5. Have multi-year Sustainability Strategies that organize/animate their efforts.

SR Inc Advisors have found these five characteristics present across 

sectors, geography, and the tenant/landlord divide. Whereas many SBER 

Member-Clients struggle to get sufficient funding for their sustainability 

efforts – at least before beginning with SR Inc – these leaders in sustainable 

operations and real estate do not face undue hardships in getting their 

sustainability initiatives resourced and recognized. As a result of this, it is 

not surprising they are increasingly recognized in the broader marketplace 

as leaders in more sustainable business as they drive growing margins as 

well as innovations of growing importance in a rapidly changing economy.

Why are these SBER Outstanding Leaders’ sustainability efforts better 

recognized and resourced within their own firms? SR Inc Advisors believe it 

is because each of the five characteristics contributes to a corporate culture 

that is enthusiastic about a more sustainable approach to buildings and 

business. Each of these characteristics deserves a fuller explanation than 

can be provided here, which is why SR Inc publications – including 

our Executive Guidance on Sustainability Strategy for Operations – and 

individual and multi-client sessions have addressed them (and hundreds of 

other relevant topics) in greater depth. Read more here. Member-Clients 

can request a focused consultation on any one of them as they relate to 

the Member-Client’s enterprise.

http://www.sustainround.com/events/q2-executive-symposium/
http://www.sustainround.com/events/q3-executive-symposium/
http://www.sustainround.com/events/q4-executive-symposium-2/
mailto:ericalevy@sustainround.com
http://www.bloomberg.com/
http://www.oracle.com/
http://www.cisco.com/
http://www.sap.com/
http://www.towercompanies.com/
http://www.bentallkennedy.com/
http://www.brandywinerealty.com/
brookfieldofficeproperties.com/
http://www.sustainround.com/library/sites/default/files/SR Inc_Sustainable Operations Strategy Report_Executive Summary_2013_0.pdf
http://www.sustainround.com/2015/05/12/five-characteristics-shared-by-member-executives-leading-the-way-towards-more-sustainable-buildings-and-business/
mailto:ericalevy@sustainround.com
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MEMBER EXECUTIVE 

COMMENTS

Roger van Overbeek, 

qqqqq Director of Corporate RE 

at Autodesk, on SR Inc 

Management Best Practices

Research & Tools

“SR Inc’s content was excellent because it was 

not just a high level overview, but meaningful 

enough that I can use it for implementation and 

refinement. The information I obtained in one 

day and on the thumb drive was equal to 

months of consulting provided by one of our 

vendors, and the SR Inc materials are more 

meaningful. I cannot say enough good about the 

content.” 

Deidre Buzzetto, 
Director, International Real 

Estate at Lenovo, on 

experience with SR Inc

“SR Inc was critical in us bringing forward to 

our senior executive team how important it is to 

input sustainability into our overall strategy... 

Having SR Inc with us pushing us forward and 

pushing us in the right direction is what we 

needed. Our sustainability council has gotten 

the data they need and all the right metrics. 

Getting the research has been invaluable. 

We’re gaining the knowledge [SR Inc is ] 

getting from others. That shared resource has 

been really important.”

Brad A. Molotsky, 
EVP & General Counsel at

Brandywine Realty Trust, on 

experience with SR Inc

“SR Inc was one of the early 

stops we made. The ability to have a third 

party-neutral kind of ‘referee’ at all the noise 

that’s out there was very relevant, very 

meaningful. The ability to connect with people 

who are sprinting, crawling, and all in between 

on various aspects is what [SR Inc] is able to 

bring to the table in a cogent, cohesive fashion. 

To me nothing is ever worth the price of 

admission, but that’s worth the price of 

admission.  

SR Inc was pleased to host the Sustainable Business & Enterprise 

Roundtable "SBER" Q1 Executive Symposium – Net Zero Impact 

Portfolios: Intelligent Portfolios and Renewable Portfolios on March 

26th from 2:30-5pm ET in the Cambridge Innovation Center Board Room 

in Cambridge, MA. We want to thank our lead discussants James Gray-

Donald, VP Sustainability at Bentall Kennedy and Ali Ahmed, Global 

Lead, Energy & Sustainability at Cisco, for their participation and 

leadership. Below are select relevant key takeaways drawn from 

preparation for and discussion during the Symposium:

• Bentall Kennedy utilizes a successful approach to Portfolio 

Optimization, developed in conjunction with UNEP, outlining “7 Steps to 

Success” in unlocking the energy efficiency retrofit investment opportunity

• Member-Clients noted the challenge associated with the transition to 

Intelligent Portfolios of piecing together data from different regions or 

countries that use disparate data collection and organization systems.

• Member-Clients recognized the importance of streamlining the reporting 

process and providing incentives for individual properties to increase 

participation in data reporting.

• By developing software that is highly accessible to a broad range of 

users and/or partnering with highly collaborative vendors, Member-Clients 

can continually improve and customize digital tools to meet their needs.

• To enhance communication of benefits produced by integrated 

building data analytics systems, Bentall Kennedy is aligning metrics 

used in sustainability tools with business metrics of value to Investment 

Managers.

• By providing formal training programs or hiring new staff skilled in 

the use of relevant software, companies can support a more seamless 

integration of data management systems into operations.

• James Gray-Donald of Bentall Kennedy pointed to the benefits for 

landlords that improving building efficiency can produce, namely 

making the building more competitive with new buildings on the market, 

thus delaying market obsolescence, and fostering tenant loyalty as they 

become drawn to the experience provided by buildings that prioritize 

sustainability.

• There is a need for caution when installing roof-mounted solar 

photovoltaic arrays, as roof damage during a building’s sale can result in 

legal fees that easily out-cost the savings from solar energy produced.

• Due to the rapidly changing landscape of the renewable energy market, 

Cisco’s Ali Ahmed recommended that companies take advantage of state 

and federal incentives currently available and reexamine portfolios for 

potential renewable energy projects previously deemed impractical.

• Ali Ahmed recommended considering all aspects of geography and 

building design when developing on-site solar projects, understanding 

their varying effects on economic outcomes of the project. He also 

suggested considering off-site renewable energy projects when possible.

Materials presented at the Q1 Executive Symposium and a summary of 

the discussions are available in SR Inc's Member-only Digital Library. If 

you do not have a username and password, you may request an account. 

To download a copy of the presentation, discussion notes and key 

takeaways on Net Zero Impact Portfolios, click here.

Q1 Executive Symposium: Net Zero Impact 

Portfolios: Intelligent & Renewable Portfolios

http://www.sustainround.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/UNEP-Report.png
http://sustainround.com/library/?q=user/register
http://www.sustainround.com/library/?q=node/941
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SELECT CHARTER MEMBERS 

OF THE SBER INCLUDE:

AEW Capital Management

Anthem 

Apollo Group

Bentall Kennedy

Bloomberg

Brandywine Realty Trust

Capital One

Cisco Systems

City National Bank

EMC Corporation

Genentech

Grainger

Interpublic Group

Intuit

Kaiser Permanente

Lenovo

LinkedIn

McKesson

MetLife

National Institutes of Health

NetApp

Nokia Siemens

Novant Health

Oracle

PG&E 

Putnam Investments

REIT Management & Research

Salesforce.com

T. Rowe Price

Teradyne

The Tower Companies

U.S. GSA

Verizon Wireless

Xerox 

CircuitMeter builds a proprietary, ultra-low cost 

electrical metering solution for commercial 

buildings. The information is delivered through a cloud-based service 

that provides remote monitoring capabilities with historical and real-time 

data from all electrical equipment within a building, office park or any 

size portfolio. CircuitMeter's technology is ground-breaking in its power 

and economics – never before has it been economically feasible to 

meter at the circuit level, in real time. 

CircuitMeter's corporate strategy is to serve a wide range of Partners 

and User Groups and become the foundation upon which they build 

their energy management platforms.

The proprietary CircuitMeter solution, WebMeter36FTM and 

CircuitMonitoringTM, is a cost effective platform that collects energy data 

within a facility directly from each and every energy load... straight from 

the circuit breaker. Upon gathering this valuable information, it is placed 

into a safe server location where Users have full access through the 

Cloud through any standard web-browser (including mobile). 

CircuitMeter acts as a continuous energy auditor, 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. The combination of WebMeter36FTM and 

CircuitMonitoringTM provides historical and real-time detailed analysis 

through the use of visualizations and reports.  Facility managers have 

the ability to see a simple view of their energy information from an 

enterprise level right down to a specific circuit within a building.

New Q1 2015 Charter Member-Client: 

Novant Health

Novant Health is a not-for-profit integrated system 

of 7 philanthropic foundations, 15 medical centers 

and 1,200 doctors in 350 clinic locations, as well as numerous outpatient 

surgery centers, medical plazas, rehabilitation programs, diagnostic 

imaging centers and community health outreach programs. Formed in 

July 1997 by the merger of Carolina Medicorp of Winston-Salem and 

Presbyterian Health Services of Charlotte, Novant is headquartered in 

Winston-Salem, NC and its 26,000+ employees care for patients and 

communities in North Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia. 

Novant has been benchmarking its facilities and educating its staff about 

its sustainability goals since 2005. The company aims to meet the needs 

of its communities without impact – a goal parallel to its mission of 

sustaining the health of the community. In a two-pronged sustainability 

initiative in 2008, Novant set system-wide ENERGY STAR rating goals, 

aiming to be in the top 25% of the industry, and created an 

Environmental Responsibility Statement focused on the three Rs —

reduce, reuse, recycle — and overall sustainability. Novant also 

publishes “tips” in its employee newsletter to help staff learn about these 

efforts, changed from incandescent to fluorescent bulbs to save energy, 

and recycles old bulbs in its own recycling center. Novant opened its 

first three hospitals to meet ENERGY STAR requirements in 2010, and 

upgraded hospitals that had previously reported poor energy efficiency 

results. New construction projects are now designed with ENERGY 

STAR goals and lessons learned in mind. 

New Q1 2015 Premier Thought Leader:  

Circuit Meter
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Q1’15 Charter Member Highlight: James Gray-

Donald, VP Sustainability, Bentall Kennedy

Q1‘15 Charter Member Highlight: Ali Ahmed, 

Global Energy & Sustainability Leader, Cisco

James Gray-Donald, Vice President of Sustainability at 

Bentall Kennedy, is a global leader in more sustainable 

operations and real estate. He was invited to present at 

the SBER Q1ES and share best practices and lessons 

learned based on his experience working on building 

information integration initiatives across portfolios, as 

well as his experience with renewable energy.

James kicked off the discussion by describing Bentall Kennedy's 

holistic, multi-year and milestone-based approach to data gathering and 

modeling to improve energy efficiency portfolio-wide. He reviewed 

Bentall’s “7 Steps to Success” in portfolio optimization which he led in 

developing and prompted his authoring of the UNEP Finance Initiative's 

Investor Briefing on energy efficiency and retrofits in investment real 

estate. James also shared lessons learned and successes he and his 

colleagues have experienced well after 'the seventh step' of the guide, 

such as the multi-faceted challenge associated with piecing together 

data from regions and countries that differ in metrics, data collection 

processes, organizational and technical systems.

James indicated that Bentall Kennedy has not yet relied significantly on 

renewable energy to reduce its carbon footprint, except for in Alberta, 

Canada where approximately 37% of Bentall’s electricity is offset by the 

purchase of Renewable Energy Credits, and in California where rooftop 

solar panel arrays were installed at multiple locations. 

Ali Ahmed is the Global Energy and Sustainability 

Leader at Cisco Systems, based in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Given his extensive insight and experience on the 

subject, Ali was invited to begin the SBER's Q1ES 

discussion on the Internet of Everything (IOE) and how 

Portfolio Managers might best respond to the rise of 

increasingly digitalized and intelligent portfolios that 

can increasingly be powered by renewable energy in 2015.

Ali is currently leading Cisco’s efforts to ensure the accuracy of metering 

data collected via their global Sustainability Information System (SIS) in 

order to maximize his team’s ability to improve energy and maintenance 

performance of buildings portfolio-wide. The SIS monitors 97% of utility 

consumption and enables monitoring of over 20,000 IT loads with the 

help of digital signage showing building and lab-level utility dashboards. 

Ali stressed to Member-Clients the importance of a long-term, systems-

level approach to integrating Intelligent Portfolios into operations and 

maximizing their benefits. He argued that the IOE enables the 

convergence of workplace services, lowering of costs, and allowance for 

intelligent control and a new, richer workplace experience.

Ali has helped oversee many substantial projects at Cisco, including the 

installation of 3 solar PV systems that are expected to generate 2 million 

kWh annually; the deployment of a 425 kW cogeneration system in the 

UK and a 966 kW solar PV carport system in MA; and Cisco’s acquiring 

of 5% renewable energy in Bangalore via the Indian Energy Exchange.

SR Inc is pleased to welcome 

Peter Crawley as a Senior 

Advisor to assist and guide 

SR Inc Member-Clients.

Peter Crawley has led at the 

intersection of strategic 

consulting, real estate and 

sustainability for more than 15 years. Peter has 

served as the principal advisor to top real estate 

owners, as well as scores of operating 

companies, in developing and implementing their 

sustainability strategies. Previously, Peter served 

as the Director of Sustainability Services at the 

environmental engineering firm EBI Consulting, 

as well Director of the Sustainable Business 

Leader Program of Massachusetts. He has run 

his own consulting firm and has taught on 

sustainability, leadership and corporate social 

responsibility as adjunct professor at Boston 

College’s Carroll School of Business.

Peter began his career in real estate development 

and has managed the design and permitting 

process for mixed use projects as large as $300 

million. He has also worked in real estate 

acquisitions, finance and planning for companies 

such as John Hancock Properties, Meredith 

Management and the Boston Redevelopment 

Authority. Peter has worked on numerous LEED 

certification and high-performance building 

projects. He has managed more than fifty (50) 

corporate sustainability audits that improved 

operational efficiencies in the areas of energy, 

waste, water, carbon, transportation, toxicity and 

human behaviors, for companies including Equity 

Office Properties, Merida Flooring, New Boston 

Fund and Longwood Events. Peter has designed 

and implemented company behavioral change 

programs to advance sustainability goals and 

build employee teamwork. He is LEED accredited 

and has deep experience working on energy 

efficiency issues, product life cycle improvements 

as well as greenhouse gas measurement, 

reduction and reporting.

Peter is an Amherst College graduate who 

received a Master of Science in Real Estate from 

Columbia University and a Masters in 

Sustainability and Environmental Management 

from Harvard University.

SR INC WELCOMES 

PETER CRAWLEY


