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Creating healthful, productive workplaces requires us to: 
 

• Push sustainable practices beyond large mechanical systems & 
expert-led construction projects.  
 
• Engage building tenants & occupants in the process of creating 
high-performance workplaces 
 
• Capture & shape the net effect of everyday projects and behaviors 
that occur without the oversight of design & Workplace 
professionals  
 
• Allow end-users to engage in experiential learning & problem 
solving regardless of their previous knowledge level 

Why Create & Share Workplace Tools? 
 



GSA’s  extreme  challenge  is  to  consolidate  
three major GSA locations in DC into 1800 F 
St, NW  which will virtually triple the current 
density. 

Under-utilized asset         bloated workspace   optimizing the asset       with trim, fit space  
                                           creating human energy 
                                           while saving fossil energy 

Martha Johnson has put us on a diet 



 
Three new GSA tools that leverage collaborative, immersive 3-D 
technologies that allow users to see & address problems endemic in the 
modern workplace.  
 
1) The Workplace Solutions Library: (www.Workplacesolutionslibrary.com ) 
• Slim down footprint while improving workplace quality. Identify workstyles  & 
translate them to appropriate space design that affords workable mobility, + 
appropriate furniture choices + tools to support change management.  
 
2) Sound Matters: Acoustic Comfort for the New Workplace:  
• Specify designs & products & modify human behavior to achieve workplaces that 
furnish acoustic comfort . Features cost-effective sound mitigation strategies & tips on 
workplace behavior modification & workplace layout.  
 
3) Sustainable Facilities Tool: (www.sftool.gov): 
• Frame sustainability information for all & enable wise sustainable facilities choices 
 

Three New Collaborative & Interactive  GSA Workplace Tools 
 

http://www.workplacesolutionslibrary.com/
http://www.sftool.gov/


A one-stop portal to empower any 
government or private sector user to 
identify and prioritize cost-effective 
green building strategies that will 
lead to improved environmental 
performance in small building 
projects. 
Targeted User Community: 

 Facility Managers 

 Realty Specialists 

 Project Managers from 
Governmental Agencies  

 Private Sector Developers 

 

 
 

 

GSA Sustainable Facilities Tool 
 Sustainable Facilities Tool 
 



Key Features: 

 Valuable resources for sustainable 

building principles and concepts 

 3-D interactive walkthrough of office 

interiors & material comparisons 

 Sustainable metrics, essential 

regulations & guidelines, and case 

studies  

 Take-away checklist for tracking 

sustainable design  

 Intuitive and easy-to-navigate user 

interface  

 
3-D Interactive Walkthrough of 
Office Interiors 

 Sustainable Facilities Tool 
 



Comparison feature provides 
benefits and considerations for each 
option selected 

Key Benefits: 
 Empowers decision-making for 

sustainable goals & objectives to 
meet the Guiding Principles  

 Promotes the use of energy efficient, 
sustainable design and 
environmentally preferable 
materials in renovations, alterations 
& leases  

 Enhances skill sets to assess green 
leases & architect/design team 
deliverables  

 Supports green practices throughout 
the life of a facility 
 

 Sustainable Facilities Tool 
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Users can click on hotspots to 
compare materials, read related 
design guidance and regulations 

Each space type provides an 
overview with common strategies to 
make the space more sustainable 



Provides complete control over the 
level of content drill down and 
information displayed 
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Comparison feature provides 
benefits and considerations for each 
option selected 



41 
 

Shows relevant regulations with link 
to source document. 



Store and manage green project 
information including material 
checklists 
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Easily add and remove 
material selections for your 
green project 
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Dynamically add project materials 
and systems to your green project 
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Share green success stories and 
lessons learned! 

Post sustainable design questions and 
discussion topics 
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Questions are tagged and linked 
to related site content  
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Introduction to Integrated Design 
includes sharing Keys to Success 
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Users can click on  one of five different 
types of projects for  relevant best 
practices, resources, and sustainable 
strategies 
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Presents sustainability metrics to 
inform decision-making & promote 
learning 

Word cloud diagrams group 
sustainable terms 
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Content is presented at both high 
and detailed levels for those who 
want to learn more. 

Topics, regulations, case studies, 
metrics,  are readily available in 
navigation and sidebar 

The benefits of sustainable practices 
are clearly articulated 
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Important Regulations and 
Guidelines are described and a 
link to the source document is 
provided 

Case studies and Metrics in 
sidebar can be aligned to main 
content 
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GSA is leveraging digital delivery channels 
to promote sustainability 
  
 

 

 

 Provides decision-making 
resources optimized for your 
hand-held device 

 Increases public accessibility to 
SF Tool resources 

 Free to all users 

 

Sustainable Facilities Mobile  



SF Mobile Home 

Application interface is 
optimized for touch-
enabled operations, 
allowing for quick and 
intuitive navigation 



Explore 

Explore up to 10 office 
space interiors to learn 
context-specific  
sustainable strategies 

Interior Space Types 



Explore 
Sustainable Strategies 

Access general design 
guidance and planning 
strategies for each 
interior space type 



Evaluate 
Materials 

Learn about IEQ, 
material content, energy 
impacts, and cost for 
each type of material 



Learn 
Sustainability References 

Term definitions 
provide reference 
links and additional 
resources 



Presentation Title 

 
 
 

Sustainable Facilities Tool: www.sftool.gov 
  

SF Mobile: 
 Blackberry http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/50279?lang=en 
  Android  https://market.android.com/details?id=com.phonegap.sfmobile 
  Apple AppStore or http://itunes.com/apps/sfmobile 
 
    

http://www.sftool.gov/
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/50279?lang=en
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.phonegap.sfmobile
http://itunes.com/apps/sfmobile


For more information on WSL and the Acoustics Tool: 

Kevin Kelly, AIA 

Senior Architect, GSA Center for Workplace 

Kevin.kelly@gsa.gov 

 

 For more information on SFTool and the Acoustics tool: 
Michael Bloom 
Michael.bloom@gsa.gov 
 
For more information on  FPDS Procurement tool:  
Janise Nichols 
Janise.nichols@gsa.gov 
 
 
 

Thanks! 
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